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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to the amendment filed on 5/22/2006. As directed by 
the amendment: the specification and abstract have been amended, claims 1-4 have 
been amended and claims 5 and 6 have been added. Thus, claims 1-6 are presently 
pending in this application. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: On line 8 of claim 1 , 
it is believed that the term "a" should be inserted between the terms "exposing" and "tip 
end side", so that the phrase reads "exposing a tip end side". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

2. Claims 3 and 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: On lines 1- 
2 of claims 3 and 5, the phrase "wherein a locking portion for locking the locking portion 
of the cap..." appears to be incorrect grammatically. It is suggested the claim be 
amended to read "further comprising a locking portion for locking the locking portion of 
the cap...". Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 4 and 6 are objected to because of the following informalities: On line 4 
of claims 4 and 6, the term "locking portions of said cap" lack proper antecedent basis 
as only a singular locking portion has been provided for. Appropriate correction is 
required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Giambattista et al. (PG PUB 2003/0014018). 

6. Re claim 1 , Giambattista et al. disclose an injection needle (best seen in Fig 12) 
comprising: a fitting member 140 (Fig 9, 12) fitted to a parenteral solution discharge port 
1 44 (Fig 1 2) of an injector body 1 21 (Fig 1 2); a needle body 1 34 (Fig 9, 1 2) held by the 
fitting member; a cap 124 (Fig 9, 12) detachably attached to the fitting member to cover 
the needle body (as seen in Fig 12), the cap being arranged to fit the fitting member 
with the cap attached thereon to the injector body and to detach the cap from the fitting 
member (Para 52, 57); a cover member 22 (Fig 9, 12) moveable in an axial direction of 
said needle for (a) exposing a tip end side 138 (Fig 12) of the needle body by moving to 
a base end side 136 (Fig 12) of the needle body (as seen in Fig 14), and (b) covering 
the tip end side of the needle body by moving to the tip end side of the needle body (as 
seen in Fig 13); said cap including a locking portion 184 (Para 52, 57) that is lockable 
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at the cover member to move the cover member to the tip end side of the needle body 
with the cap (Para 52, 57). 

7. Re claim 2, Giambattista et al. disclose that said fitting member includes an 
extended portion 141 (Fig 12) extending in the axial direction toward the tip end side of 
the needle body (as seen in Fig 12); and said cover member having a cylindrical shape 
(as seen in Fig 9) and engagable with the extended portion moveable in the axial 
direction (as seen in Fig 13, 14; Para 50, 60). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Giambattista et al. (PG PUB 2003/0014018) in view of Alchas et al. (PG PUB 
2002/0045858). 

10. Re claims 3 and 5, Giambattista et al. disclose a locking portion 166 (Fig 9) for 
locking the locking portion of the cap at a predetermined position in the axial direction of 
said cover member (Para 52, 57). Giambattista et al. does not disclose the locking 
portion of the cap being arranged to ride over the locking portion of the cover member in 
the axial direction by elastic deformation. Alchas et al., however, teaches a 
substantially similar device comprising a locking portion 74 (Fig 3A) in a cap 34 (Fig 3A) 
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and a locking portion 76 (Fig 3A) in a cover member 24 (Fig 3A) wherein the locking 
portion of the cap being arranged to ride over the locking portion of the cover member in 
the axial direction by elastic deformation (Para 33) for the purpose of securing the cap 
to the cover member (Para 33). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Giambattista et al. 
to include attachment via elastic deformation, as taught by Alchas et al., for the purpose 
of securing the cap to the cover member (Para 33). 

11. Re claims 4 and 6, Giambattista et al. disclose that the locking portion of the cap 
includes a flange projecting in a radial direction of the cover member (Para 52, 57) and 
the locking portions of the cover member being projectingly arranged to be spaced from 
each other in a circumferential direction at a plurality of spots on an inner peripheral 
surface of the cap (Para 52, 57) but does not disclose that the locking portion of the 
cover member includes a flange and the locking portions of the cap are projectingly 
arranged to be spaced from each other at a plurality of spots. However, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Giambattista et al. so that the cover member includes a flange and the cap 
has projectingly arranged locking portions since it has been held that a mere reversal of 
the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KAMI A. BOSWORTH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5414. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7:00 
am to 4:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571)272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IK. A. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3767 
/Kevin C. Sirmons/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3767 



